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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Conservation Commission 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

September 22, 2021 
 

 

Call to order 
 

Chairman Moran called the public meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. with the presence of a quorum. 

 

Members present virtually  
 

Chairman Jason Moran, Vice Chairman Andrew Kawczak, Jason Canales, Adam Galambos, and Elena Traister 

 

Members absent 
 

Tim Lescarbeau 

 

Others present virtually  
 

Julia Stearns, Rob Smith, Wes Scalise 
 

Chairman’s statement 
 

Chairman Moran read the following statement regarding virtual meetings: 
 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 

30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of people that may gather 

in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Conservation Commission is being conducted via remote 

participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but the public can listen to this meeting 

while in progress by via teleconference at zoom.us. Members of the public attending this meeting virtually will be allowed 

to make comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment, by 

teleconference. This meeting is being recorded. 
 

New business 
 

 A Notice of Intent submitted by BETA Group, Inc. on behalf of Wilfred Rose for property located 

at 360-362 State Road for the removal of contaminated soil located behind the garage building. 
 

 
 

 

Chairman Moran opened the meeting to Julia Stearns from BETA Group, Inc. 

 

Julia Stearns provided an overview of the project. Julia explained that the site consists of approx. 1.5 acres 

composed of 2 parcels that include 4 buildings and paved parking adjacent to the Hoosac River. Julia mentioned 

in Nov and Dec of 2020, BETA conducted sampling at the site and identified the presence of aresenic and lead in 

shallow soil that exceeded eminent hazard thresholds under the Massachusetts Contingency Plan. The 

contaminant was found to be coming from a drain from the garage building. The drain historically discharged 

waste from an automotive service business.  

 

Julia mentioned that all work will occur within riverfront area and bordering land subject to flooding approx. 

4700 sq ft. of temporary impacts are proposed to riverfront area.  
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The work will first include the installation of erosion crontrol consisting of compostite filled silk-socks that will 

be installed down-gradiant of the work and will be maintained through-out the project; clearing of shrubs. No 

mature trees will need to be removed.  

 

Julia mentioned a mini excavator will be used. 

 

Julia mentioned the excavated contaminated soil will be temporarily stockpiled on-site outside of the riverfront 

area. It will be placed on plastic sheeting and covered with polyethelene sheeting.  

 

The excavated areas will be backfilled with clean soiled to pre-construction elevations and seeded with native 

seed mixes.  

 

Julia mentioned that a checklist has been submitted to MESA.  

 

Julia mentioned a temporary fence has been erected around the area to limit access. All work performed in the 

riverfront areas will meet performance standards to the extent practical. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired how controlled the soil removal is from a contamination perspective. 

 

Julia mentioned Rob Smith would answer Chairman Moran’s inquiry about soil removal and continue speaking 

about performance standards. 

 

Julia mentioned there are no alternatives regarding location of performing the work. She mentioned best 

management practices will be used to minimize adverse impacts during construction. Additionally, should MESA 

provide any special conditions they will be adhered to. The porject is temporary and will have no long term 

impacts to riverfront property.  

 

Julia turned the meeting to Rob Smith to discuss controlled soil removal. Rob mentioned that this project requires 

LSP oversight. This means that this project requires a scientist supervise the project. The purpose is to ensure that 

there is no adverse discharge to the wetlands/river. Rob mentioned that the applicant is prepared for this.  

 

Chairman Moran opened up questions to the commissioners.  

 

Commissioner Galambos inquired about the amount of soil being removed.  

 

Rob Smith confirmed that the initial approved amount is about 25 cubic yard of soil to be removed. It will be 

additional volume. It will be closer to 300 cubic yards. 

 

Commissioner Galambos inquired how this would change paperwork and whether or not this would be a common 

practice.  

 

Rob Smith mentioned that because this is considered an iminent hazard, MASS DEP will provide verbal approval 

for additional yardage.  

 

Commissioner Galambos inquired about stockpiling and space for said stockpiling. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned there is a plentiful amount of space.  

 

Commisioner Traister inquired about the slope near the river and the stabilization of the soil. 

 

Julia mentioned that jute will placed over the seed and stabilization will be provided. The jute will deteriorate. 

 

Commissioner Traister inquired about where the soil where be coming from. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that the soil will include “good organics”.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired whether the soil will be tested upon arrival into the site. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that testing of the new soil is typically standard and many suppliers provide testing. Testing 

will be available. 

 



C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  f o r  S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ,  2 0 2 1           3 | P a g e  

Vice Chairman Kawczak inquired about why aresenic and lead were the only two contaminants that were 

mentioned for the reasons for remediation. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that there were minimal levels of other contaminants. It was able to be narrowed down via 

sampling. Results are able to be provided as well as additional data that are not currently part of the record. 

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak inquired about an elevated oil tank and long trunkated piece of metal and what they 

contain. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that it was a formal above ground storage tank and that screening was completed. There 

was no leaking from the tank. It appears to be home heating oil. There was no answer about the trunkated piece of 

metal, although it appears to be a storage container. There was no evidence of a hazardous material. It is likely to 

be removed as part of the process.  

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak inquired how the removal of the soil will work.  

 

Rob Smith mentioned the excavator will remove the soil by taking it AWAY from the river. The bobcat is small 

enough to maneuver the property. It will then be taken to the temporary storage location.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired what stemed this project. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned the owner is looking to sell the property. There was a need to investigate if there was any 

material present that was a threat to the property. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired if anything was happening in the paved area. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that there is no work happening in the paved area. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired the reasoning behind the proposed construction entrance to go off of the property on to 

a side street as opposed to coming off the property and going directly on to State Rd. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that there may be some flexibility and the vehicles may be able to enter and exit directly 

from State Rd.  

 

Chairman Moran inquired about any notification periods that must be followed. 

 

Robert Smith mentioned that the direction from the state is to begin the project immediately. 

 

Chairman Moran inquired about the season in which this project should be completed (i.e. histrocially low 

flooding season) 

 

Rob Smith mentioned that they certainly would like to make sure this is not done within a high flood season. 

 

Julia mentioned that it is really up to the contractor to make sure that they are paying attentiont to the forecast to 

also ensure that soil is protected during a rain event.  

 

Chairman Moran mentioned that he is unsure he is able to close the hearing without a response from MESA and 

will be looking for a continutation from the applicant. 

 

Chairman Moran opened up questions from the public.  

 

Nad, owner of Valero next door asked a list of questions. 

 

1) How long is this project expected to last? 

Rob Smith Answered: Roughly a 1 week process 

2) What is the level of disruption that can be expected? 

Rob Smith Answered: Disruption should be fairly minimal- there will be construction equipment onsite. 

3) Will there be any negative effect on the neighboring community? 

Robert Smith Answered: It is not expected. 
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Attorney Steve Narey, representing North Adams Housing Authority inquired about stockpiling being so close to 

residences.  

 

Rob Smith mentioned there is a fence up to prevent trespassers.  

 

Chairman Moran made a suggestion regarding the existing fence that is in the property. 

 

Rob Smith agreed. 

 

Attorney Steve Narey inquired about how far south and how far east the deliniation goes.  

 

Robert Smith mentioned that there will be a report that will be available soon that should answer this questions. 

 

Attorney Steve Narey inquired about the removal and the attraction of children with the bobcat. 

 

Rob Smith mentioned when the equipment is in use there will be staff there monitoring. The site will be secured.  

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak inquired about sealing of the drains.  

 

Rob Smith mentioned that the drain is currently sealed. 

 

Chairman Moran requested a motion to accept a continuation. 

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak made a motion to accept the continuation of the hearing as perscribed by the DEP and by the 

application. Seconded by Commissioner Traister. All in favor. Motion Carries. 

 

 A Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by Berkshire Gas Company   for property 

located at 1111 South State Street to determine whether the work depicted on plan(s) submitted is 

subject to the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

Chairman Moran opened the meeting to Wes Scalise, representing Berkshire Gas. 

 

Wes Scalise mentioned that the plan is a required DPU remediation at 1111 S State St.  

 

Chairman Moran confirmed that the plan is to run a new pipe underground in the grass are so as to not disturb the parking 

lot area. 

 

Wes Scalise confirmed. 

 

Chairman Moran mentioned that he believes it is a positive determiniation for the RDA due to the location. Chairman 

Moran opened questions up to the comission. 

 

Commissioner Galambos requested clarification that this plan is to replace an existing pipe in place. 

 

Wes Scalise confirmed and explained that the plan is to excavate on the east side fo Curran Hwy. 

 

Commissioner Traister inquired about why this may be eligible for a negative determination, confirming whether or not all 

of the work is happening within the roadway. 

 

Wes Scalise confirmed that the work is not all contained within the roadway.  

 

Vice Chairman Kawczak mentioned that he did not see how it meets the standards to find a negitive determination. 

 

Chairman Moran inquied about directional drilling. 

 

Wes Scalise mentioned that directional drilling was not discussed, but it could be investigated.  

 

Chairman Moran believes that there may be a different conversation should there be directional drilling. 

 

Wes Scalise requested a continuation on the case. 
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Chairman Morin requestion a motion. A motion by Commissioner Canales to continue the case, seconded by Vice 

Chairman Kawczak. All in favor. Motion Carries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of minutes 
 

 Public meeting – August 3, 2021 
 

Motion to approve by Commissioner Traister. Second by Vice Chairman Kawczak, All in favor. Motion Carries. 

Adjournment 
 

Motion to close public hearing by Commissioner Glaambos at 7:25pm. Second by Commissioner Canales. All in favor. 

Motion Carries. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

 

Marcus Lyon 

Conservation Commission Secretary 
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